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Staff  of  t he _ Publ lc  health  Pep a r tment 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I.F.  MACKENZIE,  M.D.(Edin),  D.P.H., 

D. T.M.  & H. , 

Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor.  E.R.  CHILLING-FORD,  M.  R.  S.  I.  ,M.  S.  I.  A.  , 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hope,  G-entlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1953  is  presented  herewith. 

The  outbreak  of  Measles  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1952 
continued  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  1953  and,  in  that  period 
55  cases  were  notified,  bringing  the  total  for  the  outbreak  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four.  As  the  character  of  the  illness  was,  in 
general,  very  mild,  no  fatalities  occurred.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  record,  over  again,  that  no  oase  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during 
the  twelve  months  under  review,  The  three  notified  cases  of  Dysentery 
were  sporadio  instances  of  the  disease. 

Though  two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  brought  to 
light  during  the  year  and  other  known  cases  came  to  reside  within 
the  district,  the  total  number  on  the  Register  fell  slightly  from 
forty-four  to  forty-two  by  death  or  by  departure  of  notified  cases  to 
other  parts  of  the  country.  A few  additional  names  year  by  year 
increased  the  total  to  forty-four  by  195^  at  which  point  it  has 
remained  until  the  year  under  review.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
fall  heralds  the  progressive  reduction  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  year  has  been  a notable  one  for  two  reasons.  First,  a 
refuse  collection  scheme,  oovering  the  whole  district,  was  inaugur- 
ated following  the  signing  of  a contract  with  a local  firm.  This 
service  has  undoubtedly  filled  a need  that  has  been  recognised  for 
some  time,  especially  in  certain  parts  of  the  district  where  house- 
holders experienced  great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  non-combustible 
refuse . 

The  second  important  event,  and  one  that  is  certain  to  have 
far-reaching  consequences  on  the  life  and  well-being  of  our  people, 
was  the  approval  by  the  Council  and  the  submission  to  the  County 
Council  and  to  the  Ministry  of  a comprehensive  scheme  for  providing 
piped  water  throughout  our  whole  district.  The  unanimous  support 
given  to  the  scheme  by  the  Council  and  the  concern  with  which 
developments  are  awaited  leads  one  to  believe  that  the  project  will 
be  pressed  forward  with  all  speed  and  efficiency,  once  financial 
details  are  settled  and  promise  has  been  received  of  grants  of  sufficient 
size  to  prevent  an  unduly  heavy  burden  falling  on  our  ratepayers. 

Your  Sanicary  Inspector  and  I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
our  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  (Mr.  J.C.  Jay)  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  the  interest  consistently  taken  throughout  the  year  in 
our  day  to  day  work,  and  for  the  encouragement  given  to  us. 

I.F.  MACKENZIE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


i 


Public  Health  Office  : 4,  Church  Street,  Leominster. 
Telephone  No.  Leominster  95- 
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SECTION  A - STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1953)  according) 

to  the  Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


44,472 

4,937 


1.502 
£16,189 
£61.  4.  5d. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

(illegitimate) 

69 

6 

36 

3 

31 

_3 

Total  . . 

75 

41 

34 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

1 

1 

— 

DEATHS  . . . . . . 

53 

28 

25 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

1 

1 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1953. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  . . 15.2 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  0.20 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ..  O.35 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ..  10. 7 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11. 4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ..  1 3 . 3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  . . 2b. 0 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.R.  Chillingf ord , Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement, 
Section  3 to  D. 


SECTION _B  - SANITARY  C IRCUMSTANOES  AND  IN SPEC TI ON 
WATER  SUPPLIES . 


A very  promising  start  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
by  the  Council  reviewing  the  question  of  water  supplies  generally, 
throughout  the  district,  and  by  giving  earnest  consideration  to 
the  obligations  imposed  on  Rural  District  Councils  by  the  Water 
Act  of  1945-  As  a result  of  these  deliberations,  the  Council 
engaged  an  eminent  firm  of  Consulting  Engineers  to  carry  out  a 
survey  of  existing  water  supplies  and  prepare  a report  showing  how 
the  district  could  best  be  served  with  a piped  water  supply. 

On  this  being  done,  careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  report, 
and  subsequently  the  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare 
a comprehensive  scheme  to  deal  with  the  requirements  of  the  Rural 
District.  By  the  close  of  the  year  the  comprehensive  scheme  had 


been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  to  the  County  Council  for  their 
consideration,  and,  it  is  hoped,  approval.  This  is  a gratifying 
state  of  affairs  and  augurs  well  for  the  future. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  at  present  dependent  on 
wells,  springs  and  private  estate  supplies  - the  majority  of  the 
wells  being  of  shallow  depth.  Considerable  difficulty  was  again 
experienced  at  Huntington  in  maintaining  the  flow  of  water  through 
the  pipeline  from  the  source  to  the  village.  No  case  of  serious 
shortage  arose  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  although  there  was 
a critical  period  at  the  end  of  the  summer  at  the  Council's  housing 
estate  at  Pembridge. 

Fifty-seven  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  three 
for  chemical  examination  were  taken  during  1953*  Of  these,  twenty- 
six  were  satisfactory,  and  thirty-four  unsatisfactory.  Appropriate 
steps  were  taken  to  improve  the  quality  of  those  that  showed  evidence 
of  contamination. 


DRAINAGE _ AND  SEWERAGE 

Two  parishes  only  aro  sewered,  the  mode  of  disposal  being  by 
land  treatment.  The  quantity  of  sewage  so  treated  is  increased  year 
by  year  by  the  addition  of  new  houses  to  the  sewers,  and  by 
conversion  of  earth  oloset  systems  to  water  carriage.  This  means 
that  the  disposal  works  must  be  watohed  very  carefully  as  the  land 
available  for  treatment  is  necessarily  limited. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAM S 

A complaint  in  respect  of  suspected  pollution  of  the  River  Arrow 
from,  the  outfall  of  the  Kington  U.D.C.  sewage  works  was  received, 
and  after  investigation  passed  to  that  authority  for  attention. 

An  investigation  of  suspected  pollution  of  a stream  having  its 
source  in  the  parish  of  Brilley  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

It  was  found  that  the  springs  at  the  source  were  contaminated,  in 
addition  to  the  stream  receiving  animal  pollution  throughout  its 
course . 


REFU SE  DISPO SAL 

A monthly  refuse  collection  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Council 
and  brought  into  operation  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The 
scheme  is  certainly  appreciated  by  ratepayers  generally,  and  has 
helped  considerably  to  reduce  the  accumulations  that  were  becoming 
such  a nuisance  throughout  the  district.  Four  refuse  tips  are  in 
use  and  receive  routine  treatment  to  prevent  rodent  and  fly  infest- 
ation. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

A survey  of  the  district  was  completed  during  the  year  and 
systematic  treatment  is  being  carried  out  parish  by  parish.  Where 
the  conditions  appear  to  justify  it,  farmers  have  been  encouraged 
to  make  contracts  with  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  In 
addition  to  private  and  business  premises,  and  refuse  tips,  the 
Council's  sewers  and  disposal  works  also  receive  routine  attention. 


FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 
INSPECTIONS 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  on- 

11 

23 

forced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec.  7 

■ 

2 

4 

is  enforced  by  th 
Local  Authority. 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 1 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

OQ  CD 

-vl 

10 

(excluding  out- 
workers 1 premises 

) 



TOTAL 

] 20 

37 

_ 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  cases  Number  of 


Particulars 

1 

- 

. 

in  which  defects  were  foi 

Found  i Remedied!  Refe. 

To  H.M. 

I Inspector 

and 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecution 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.l.) 

. 

2 

' 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate 
ventilation  ( S. 4) 

- 

— 

_ 

— 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (8.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

' 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

_ 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

“ 

— 

• - 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 

. 

- 

relating  to  Outwork) 

I 

TOTAL 

1 

3 

3 

1 

- 1 - 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Visits  made  In  connection  with 


Council  House  Repairs 

214 

Housing  Acts 

42 

Nuisances  and  Complaints 

& 

Building  Byelaws 

New  Housing  Sites 

123 

Water  Supplies  (General) 

174 

Water  Samples  taken 

60 

Milk  and  Dairies 

12 

Milk  Samples  taken 

68 

Food  Premise s 

46 

Disinfection  following  infectious 

disease 

5 

Disinfestations 

6 

Refuse  Disposal 

124 

Sewerage 

55 

Miscellaneous 

58 

Hergest  Camp 

Total 

105 

1252 

N0TICES_.IS3UED 

Informal  . . . . 4 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Complied  with  . . 3 


SECTION  C - HOUSING- 

During  the  year  six  houses  were  completed  on  the  housing  site 
at  Winforton  and  four  were  practically  completed.  Proposals  for 
erecting  houses  at  Byton  ana  Kinsham  were  suspended  by  reason  of 
the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supplies  to  these  sites. 

A Public  Inquiry  followed  the  making  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
of  land  at  Staunton-on- Arrow,  and  the  Order  was  subsequently 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  It  is 
anticipated  that  four  houses  will  be  built  on  this  site. 

Four  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  and  a 
further  six  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Four  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing- 
Act,  1949  were  approved  by  the  Council;  and  the  works  of  improve- 
ment on  two  of  the  properties  were  completed  by  the  end  of  1953- 

Complaints  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  housing  accommodation 
were  dealt  with  as  they  arose. 

Hergest  Camp  provides  accommodation  for  sixty-nine  families 
in  converted  hutments.  It  is  a self-contained  unit  with  its  own 
water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  works.  The  number  of  squatter 
families  has  decreased  during  the  year,  and  the  steps  taken, 
prohibit  further  occupation  of  hutments  by  such  families.  Keeping 
the  hutments  weatherproof  and  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair  is 
a major  problem  which  will  increase  year  by  year.  It  is  anticipated 
that  permanent  housing  will  replace  hutments  in  the  not  too  distant 
future . 
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SECTION  D - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Forty-six  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  advice  given 
where  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  met  with.  Owners  of  these 
premises  were  most  co-operative  and  conditions  were  much  improved 
as  a result. 

Food  premises  are  summarised  as  under  *.  - 


General  Stores 

• • 

10 

Butchers 

# , 

2 

Bakeries 

• • 

3 

Cafds 

• • 

2 

Publio  Houses 

• • 

11 

Total 

28 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  193#  (manufacture  of  sausages  etc.).  3 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  for  reasons  stated  :- 


Two  hind  quarters  of  pig  - severe  bruising  and  haemorrhage. 
22  lbs.  canned  apples  - decomposition. 


SECTION  E - PREVALENCE OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 

Age  of  Patient 

0-1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  & 

Over 

Unknown 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

6 

3 

4 

_ 

- 

13 

Measles 

6 

10 

3# 

2 

1 

- 

55 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1953  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the 
names  of  twenty-two  males  and  twenty  females  who  normally  reside 
within  the  district. 

During  the  year  two  cases  were  transferred  to  the  Register  from 
other  districts  and  two  new  cases  were  notified,  one  on  account  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  the  other  because  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease  in  parts  of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs.  One  non-pulmonary 
case  was  re-notified  by  the  private  doctor.  This  case  was  removed 
from  the  Register  in  a previous  year  when  she  was  thought  to  have 
recovered. 

During  the  same  period  two  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
left  the  district,  three  died  and  two  recovered. 
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SECTION/  - DIPHTHERIA  I MUNI  SAT  ION 

. , . 

The  following  figures  are  presented  through  information 
supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

f ; * ■ ■ ■ ' *■  :i 

Number  of  children  who  were  primarily  immunised  against 
diphtheria  in  the  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1953; 
and  those  who  were  given  a reinforcing  injection 


Age  at  date  of  final 

injection. 

Reinforcing 

injections. 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

23 

72 

17 

112 

97 

CAUSES OF  DEATH (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

4 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

6 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

3 

3 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

l 

- 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

9 

8 

17 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

l 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

l 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

l 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

l 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents 

l 

- 

1 

All  causes 

53 

t 

\ 


i 

\ 


